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Specific information on the treatment of persons in mixed Catholic and
Muslim marriages in Kosovo could not be found among the sources consulted by
the Research Directorate. However, several sources reported on the situation of
ethnically mixed marriages in Kosovo without specifying the ethnicity of the
partners, although information presented was always in the context of Serb and
ethnic Albanian relations (Associate Professor 29 Nov. 2005; The Guardian 19
Mar. 2004; UN 24 Aug. 2004; BBC 5 May 2000; Yorkshire Post 6 Jan. 2000).

According to reports from The Guardian and Refugees International,
marriage between ethnic Serbs and Albanians in Kosovo is either rare (Refugees
International 16 Aug. 2002) or virtually non-existent (The Guardian 19 Mar.
2004). In a 19 March 2004 article, The Guardian further stated that despite the
presence of the United Nations (UN) and NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) forces in Kosovo, the region's two million ethnic Albanians and
fewer than one hundred thousand Serbs continued to "live in apartheid-style
separation" (see also KHM 7 Nov. 2005).

In 29 November 2005 correspondence sent to the Research Directorate, an
associate professor of sociology at Northeastern University in Boston, who is an
expert on inter-ethnic relations in the Balkans, stated that the partners of
ethnically mixed marriages would find it very difficult to live and work in Kosovo
at the present time [2005]. The assistant professor added that legal and
administrative bodies in Kosovo "are probably not ... strong enough" to
guarantee the respect of such people's rights or ensure their protection
(Associate Professor 29 Nov. 2005).

This Associate Professor's allegations were corroborated by the UN and
various other sources which, since 2000, have repeatedly remarked on the
physical danger that would be faced by persons in ethnically mixed situations
who had fled the conflict in Kosovo, should they ever return (UN 24 Aug. 2005;
ibid. 30 Mar. 2004; ibid. Jan. 2003; ibid. Sept. 2001; BBC 5 May 2000; Yorkshire
Post 6 Jan. 2000). For instance, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) has stated that Kosovo Albanians in mixed marriages are in
need of international protection (UN 24 Aug. 2004) and that those outside of
Kosovo faced physical danger, should they return (ibid. 30 Mar. 2004; ibid. Jan.
2003; ibid. Sept. 2001). In 2000, sources stressed the safety risks faced by
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Kosovars of mixed ethnicity (Yorkshire Post 6 Jan. 2000) as well as by
ethnic Albanians suspected of cooperating with Serbs (BBC 5 May 2000).

In 2005, Amnesty International (AI), Human Rights Watch (HRW), and the
Kosovo Helsinki Monitor (KHM) reported that in various locations throughout
Kosovo, authorities either failed to provide adequate protection to minority
communities (AI 2005; HRW 13 Jan. 2005) or, "despite serious efforts and
results achieved, [Kosovo domestic and international authorities] should and
likely could have been more efficient, more vigorous and more rigorous, in the
protection of the rights of minorities" (KHM 7 Nov. 2005). According to HRW, "the
NATO-led Kosovo Force and U.N. international police failed catastrophically to
protect minorities during the widespread rioting in Kosovo in March" 2004 (26
July 2004). HRW mentioned that the victims of the rioting, which left 21 people
dead, over 950 wounded, and 4,100 displaced, were almost exclusively Serbs,
Roma, Ashkali, or other non-Albanians (13 Jan. 2005).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

Unsuccessful attempts to contact the following oral sources:

The Centre for Women's Human Rights - Elena in Prishtina;

An expert on Balkan inter-ethnic relations at the Research Center on Gender and
Ethnicity in Budapest;

The Kosova Helsinki Monitor (KHM) in Prishtina;

The Kosovo Women's Network in Prishtina;

A senior researcher on national minorities at the University of Belgrade;

The United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK); and,

The Woman's Centre - Tetova/Kosovar in Prishtina.

Internet Sites, including: Courrier des Balkans [Arcueil, France], European
Country of Origin Information Network (ECOI), Freedom House, Helsinki
Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, Institute for War and Peace Reporting
(IWPR), Kosovo Helsinki Monitor (KHM), Lawyers Committee for Human Rights-
YUCOM [Belgrade], The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE), Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), United Nations Interim
Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), United States Department of State,
World News Connection (WNC).
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The attached reproduction is a copy of an official work that is published by
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